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Y133C XOMLL 30rco0 3AUINYM CIIYYPACIIP

XOPUOJ KWIOMETP TYY/ICHBI SL[ICT 611 XOEP XMIA/I/I9T 3aBUA UYY /I TOXK HIT
3par [93p TaraH rapranaa. Xoij 3yraac ypccaap lllnmrapuitd ron pyy
Ly Trax SKVDKUT L[y Tra/iblH 63/141p OPYMOOP 3aracyHbl OTTYY/BIH OPOit
HyXyiDK Xapargasa. by xypax raspaa upcaH 60/10/1TOif, TOB CyypuHraac
ajic/IaryicaH €CToil /1 OHTOH 39/TyY/] HyTar 60/10X Hb XapBaac aH/IallTyA.

971 xyb, OyiijixaH ra3apT OMIHMIAT YTTCAH IyPIMT XyBLaCTail
Gaitraib xamraanard “©epc/iuitH YMHb al0y/ITyit Gaii/yIbIH YYIHI9C Ta
HApBIT 11aalll SIBYY/IAXTYi T9K X97ICOH Hb CITT/INIH XOOP/IVIAT MUHb
Jlapyii yHTpaa)x OpXusioo.

Ynrap gomort [llambasbiz opoH rargax Gaiican XeBcresn XyHui
rap Xypaaryii OHTOH 6aiira/IMitH roo y33Cra/IsHI93pa3 ajiapTail.
CuOMpPWItH NIT9H/ TYPXK OPCOH XWINIAH uryram OyXuit 9H3 HY TTUIAT
Casnpl HypyyHbl ar1y eHep yy/IC X0¥J| Ta/jlaac Hb Xa/IXajHa.
Hamrapxar xotrop rasap, 6amap 6uTyy oiiroop XypasisrjicaH
Jlapxazpii XOTrop, Hyyra/iITCaH uxX Taiira MOHro/biH cop 60/1coH
Y39Cra/IaHTaI Ta3pPyy/IbIH HAT H6aiicaap SYraar Xypuss. Y HOH/I99 SH]L
3aM raxa9p oM 6aiixryit 601084 Opoc, MOHTO/IbIH /b ab Hb XMIWITH
3ypBac rasapraa 60/pk Oyii amBaa €6pu/Ie/ITe]l MOJIPIr XaH/Iar.
Tuitmasc 4 Gajirab XaMraaznard MitHXYy aHXaapyy/caH 6aibK MaHa.

[Iuiran MeH 3aracaapaa angaprait. [lapxaabin XoTropoop ymap
3yT MypPU/I3aH YpCcax 5HI IoJ/l 3aM/Iaa TAiTblH ©PTeH yyIaM HY TTUITH
yebir xamk, CastHbl HypyyT faiipan 6apyyH syr OpocbiH Hy TTuiir

gur1aHa. T3HI X0/ MOCOH Jla/ialiH ait caBj| 6arrax, ypraapaa

After twenty kilometers of constant paddling that afternoon, we
wearily pulled our inflatable kayak ashore. A small knot of empty
fishing camps clustered around the confluence where a small tributary
from the north spilled its waters into the much larger Shishged River.
We were literally at the end of a road—here, pure, unadulterated
wilderness pushed against the last fringe of civilization. A camouflage
uniformed Park Ranger had greeted us from the shore as we kayaked
toward this lonely outpost. “For your own safety;” he informed us,

“I can't allow you to go any further”” Not for no reason is the remote
Shishged known for its mystery.

The Shishged is located in northern Mongolia’s Khovsgol
province—once believed to be the mythical land of Shambala—a
region famous today for its unspoiled natural beauty. The jagged Sayan
Mountains guard the region to the north, where the border juts into
the belly of Russian Siberia. Swampy depressions and tangled forests
surround it elsewhere, ensuring that Khovsgol remains a part of
independent Outer Mongolia to this day. The sparsely populated area

3aM Y yryW, ®uM 4 yryin Mx Hamc ron, TyyHUIAr aRnarimiH Typinara, agan
ABAang Aypriax YMH XyC3anrymrasp Tyynaxag xauyy (3cpar tan). AMcxuinx 3yypaa
3H3 3ypruir aBnaa (goop).

It would be difficult to pass Ikh Jams, the river with no road, no trail, without

the experience of a traveller and a sincere ambition of an adventurer (opposite).

This picture was captured while on a break (below).
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AIMXMIAL TaBayraapt opaor Exnceit Mepeny iy Trana. 3ajrai
AanaiTail MitHXYy X0olO6Ora/1or Hb XY/IIbIH OBI'MITH XaMTMITH TOM 3arac
6onox ypraapaa 1.5 MeTp Xyp/Iar Ty 3aracHbl ©JIT it HyTar 60/Iroxaa.
I'ax7195 6171 XO€pbIH aHXAAP/IBIT 9HI TOM 3arac 6yc XapyH rO/bIH
TYPI9H ypcra, 6apTaa uxTait 60pruo i1 Tatax Gaiicad oM. MOHIo/bIH
aJiaJl ABJANIT yCaH as/UIbiH TyXait “Mongol Extreme” XaMa9X TaBaxbiH
ap T/l MOPOH TONYY/bIH YCHbI YHA/IBIT JAPYYXaH OHIeep KOO/ICOH
rpadmk sypar 6uit. Oua syparnaac Illnuirsg ronsir TeneenceH sypaac
Hb 6yCaji TOIBIT TOM/IBIIICIH XaPbLAHTYI XKIDKHUT 3ypaacyy/biH
CYPWMIAr M3I3T/[3M Jlapaxyiin 6ereess OpockiH Xui pyy nexeer
HAMKIX XYPT/199 6apar Ty>/jaa IIMPYYH ypcrarait 60/10XbIr Xapsk
6omHo. Yy/IbIH Xapruar ypcranaap XUitiaar 60/10H Kasak 3aBbTail

XOBOXO/] TOXMPOMKTOM MOHIO/IbIH O YABIT TAHMH M3JI9)K, TYY/IK

Y39X99p asi/Ia/jjaa rapcat GuAHMI XyBb]| 9H3 FO/l XAMIMITH O4YyIITai
Hb baitaa.

OrnoH w1 cypamx, 69717CaHMIt SLBCT MITHXYY 6UA XYPIss MPAaa.
XeBCreyj| MPCoH 9XHMIt 617106 Hb [laraatHyyp CyMbIH TOBOOC pajino
x0n1600ro0p 1aaTaH Hal3yy/Tairaa ApbxK, 3aMjl rapax TO/OBIOIeeree
KUH TaH 607rox aBas. [ypas xoHoruits gapaa sy romy Mx
JKamc ron iy Tragiar 63m4mnp 199p awIarsH 1aaraa XeTIeH Upax
rasap4YmMHTa yynsaxaap 60/ICOH oM.

Inpyyn uapaiitaii 6asirab xaMraasnard ro/ibiH 3par jaryy aixaH
MPaX 3yypaa 6s1XxaH XUIIIST 3aBbTal 61| XOEphIr aHXaapanTaii
Hb apraryif, Xapii Ca/ira/iryii axuraasa. bugnmir caxmrnak 6yit Hb
WIT. [O/IbIH 9par 199paac XaiiHrajyyxaH rapaa Joxux ub “Conmoroit
aMbTaJy MYHb, HAalll MP” TICOH Malll OM/ITOMIKTON yTra 6yxuit
MHTEPHALMOHAI JOXVMO 3aHTaa IINT CaHarjaHa.

Bupunit 6iaur 6apumt HoM )KypMaapaa 60/10X00p 1106X6H oM
acyyraaj 11aall asH 3aMaa YPro/DKTYYIOXUIT 30BIIOOPHe T9JIarT
UTronTai 6aitnaa. byp 6omoxryit 60/ 3yrrumnxcan 4 4afax oM YnHb

is home to the ethnic Tuvan, known in Mongolia as the Tsaatan, or
‘reindeer people’

The Shishged River drains a huge area of taiga, or boreal forest,
as it meanders north through the Darkhad Depression before slicing
due west through the SayanNuruu mountain range and into Russia.
There it joins the arctic-bound Yenisei, the fifth longest river in the
world. With a link to the open ocean, the Shishged is home to the
incomparable Taimen, the largest species of salmon on the planet,
which can reach lengths of over 60 inches.

But giant fish had not attracted us to this intriguing waterway;
the allure had been the rapids. In the back pages of a Mongolian
guidebook, ‘Mongol Extreme, there is a modest, color-coded graph
displaying the outlines and gradients of Mongolia’s many rivers. We
had once marveled at the little colored line
representing the Shishged, which noticeably
eclipsed all the other colored lines on the page
with its spine-tingling curves that increased
in steepness all the way to the Russian border.
As we were focused on exploring suitable
Mongolian rivers for commercial whitewater
rafting and kayaking opportunities, that was
the place we most wanted to go.

Now, after several years of research and
preparation, we were finally there. On that
first morning in Khovsgol before we set off
into the river, via radio-telephone from the
village of Tsagaannuur, we confirmed our
takeout plans with local Tsaatan friends. In
3 days we would meet a Tsaatan guide with
pack animals, at the confluence where the Ikh
Jams tributary joins the Shishged. This was
56 kilometers downstream from our starting
point, where there was a rumored trail that led
from the confluence back to civilization.

The first day on the Shishged was easy-
going. We paddled in high spirits, until
we spotted the stern-faced Park Ranger
strolling down to the riverbank, curiously
inspecting our little inflatable kayak and its two occupants as we swiftly
approached him on the current. Confirming his own suspicions, he
hailed us from shore, waving his arm in the unmistakable international
gesture that means, ‘Come over here, idiots.

With all our papers in order, we were relatively certain we would be
allowed to continue on our way after answering a few questions.

As we spoke to the Ranger, who was insistent we go no further, "I
joked “And what if we just take off?”" says Bulgaa.

“We have boats with motors, and we will catch you,” the Ranger
deadpanned.

But that broke the tension. We camped that night with our minder, and
at some point during quiet conversation in flickering candlelight, the
decision was made to allow us to continue on our journey.

We pushed the kayak into the river the next morning under
sunny skies. Waving goodbye to our generous host, we gleefully
left civilization behind, concentrating on the pristine, occasionally-
whitewater wild as it stretched downstream in front of us. The river
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Asnrait Tasa Borp, TaxwnTbiH xeTen pyy XeasiexuitH eMHe (3cpar Tan). [I3n1XuitH XaMiKaaHA ycTax aloynyg opcoH YMapabiH xanuy /Lutra lutra Linnaeus/-Hbl
MoHron aaxe cyynuuit Hytar LLinwrsa ron (a33g). Mepeeasmit ron LUnwrsg "BeerviiH waxaa”. Barwiti miwyyH Bynras6asp (qoog).

Altai Tavan Bogd, before setting out for Takhilt gorge (opposite). Shishged river is the last Mongolian habitat of the globally endangered European Otter
/Lutra lutra Linnaeus/ (above). Dream river Shishgit “Buugiin shahaa”. Team member Bulganbayar (below).
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LaraaH ron, Antai TasaH Borg (g334). HymrvwitH yaatan BasHpanaii 6ugHuii ayaar xenemesk MaHra Bynaruitn sycnanraac LiaraaHHyypbiH 3yr xepennee (goog).

Tsagaan river, Altai Tavan Bogd (above). Local reindeer herder Bayandalai carried our luggage from Menge Bulan camp to Tsagaannuur (below).




F9COH aIbH 60107 4 TOPOey] aM>KIaa. ACYYUIBII HAMYKAaX YY/HIIC varied between 50-100 meters in width, and although it was not

“XopBa3 611 X0Ep 3yrTYMXBa siaHa?” XIMIIH TOITIOOM XMIiB. deep, the clear water was fast, producing mostly Class I and II river
“MaHaiix MOTOPT 3aBbTail, Ta HAPBIT GAPbK T OPXMHO™ XOIMIIH conditions. We passed a few final fish camps accessible by horse, and
Gaiiraab XaMraajard reJirep Yurasp xapuysiaa. ['axiaa xyirrsu then the mountains shouldered in close about the river and our full
Xapbllaa yncanryit. baitranp xamraanardrait INOHMITH TypuI sipua attention was demanded by the fast moving water. The difficulty of the
OPHYY/DK, AHUBUMX JIAaHbI TP ASAAYY APWILAX 3yyp OMaHMIAT whitewater increased as the day wore on, and 23 kilometers later we
agHaa 11aalll YPIa/DKIYY/ISXUIAT TIPIIP 36BILIOOPCOH IOM. paddled onto a welcoming sand beach in the late afternoon sunlight.
©Or/100HMIT HapTail ypaijaH Oy XMitIar 3aB1a T/l TaBuIaa. We bathed in the icy river, and then gathered some wild onions for our
Oreemep Gaitiiaaryraii rap ja/uiaH canax éc XUiraay Coén pasta dinner. We hovered over the fire, preferring the smoke to being
MpraHIUIMAT GaspTaiiraap apaa OpXyvK, yperaj Aaryy ypaaac yrrax eaten alive by mosquitoes. After dinner we retreated to our respective
EPTOHLIMIIT aHXaapa/ITall AXUITIAH as/UIaa YPra/bKIyy/uiad. [onbH shelters for the night.
eproH 50-100 MeTpuIitH XOOPOH/I, TOJNMI /T T'YH OMIL, TYHTa/Iar yCHbI We were slightly ahead of schedule when we pushed off the next
TYPraH ypcran Hb 1 607101 2-p 33parmang 6arraxaap. Mopuop xypy morning under another clear blue sky. There were 13 kilometers of

60/10X 3aracyHbl CYY/TYMITH X3/19H OTTMIIT
OHIOPCHOOC XOMII YY/IC IO/l pyyraa maxyy
60/DK MPCIH TY/I XaMar aHXaapJ/iaa IMpyyH
ypCranj XaH/jyynaxaac eep apraryit 60moB. Yz
60/IOXbIH a/IjIaj] TO/IbIH Xaprua WIT3 LUPYYCY,
23 KnjIoMeTp XOBCHUII 31[3CT 3aBUa CANMYYPACIIP
Y/93C XOMXHO 3/ICT3i1 IPAIT rapy upiaa. Tacrum
XYITSH IOJIBIH yCaH]| OP3K, Y/IMITH XOOTIOH/I00
HOMSP GO/ITOH X3J[3H 39PJIST COHTUHO TYYB.
Hlymyynaun 6apuyncHaac yraa 6apaajiax Hb 308
GaifcaH Ty raj XaBuap apranaaxk baiican 6my
XOEp XOO/UIOXK aBaa/| TyC TYCbIHXaa MaliXaH]
amMpaxaap Iryprairaasnaa.

Mapraai eree Hb 1[37IM3T X6X TIHIIPUITH
JIOp 3aBMA yCaHJ| TYPaX yey; 6ujj TesioBneceH
XyBaapuacaa s/IMMIYil TYPYY/DK GaiicaH 1oM.
OHJIP3C 1aal axuaj; 13 KuIoMeTp XeBHO, 9HI
6071 ast/UIbIH XaMTUITH IMPYYH YPCranTait X9car.
Tuitmaac 6up Mai 60/ITOOMKTOI! siBaxaap
w199, TonbiH yperan axrap mmpyyH,
HY/[HUI1 ©MHO 9PY/I9H 3PIIIJIIK, SPradac IpIruiiH
XOOPOHJ| ap Hb Y/ Xaparziax 6y/aH TOX0iroop
xyitnapcaap. Tom Tom Oy yymyyTait, LmpyyH

ypCrasn Hb 9H3 TOJIBIT 3-p 39par/iag 6arraHa rafruiir ITI9H). river between us and our takeout point, but they were the steepest 13
Ypbunian TaHACAHbI Japaa J1 3aBbTail ABAX 3CIXII LIMIIIXYIL] kilometers of the trip, so we planned to proceed cautiously.
6aitnaa. Jlan6unzan 60pruiox ux XapruaH AyHJ IyyIiaH yyXaiican The river looked steeper, falling away in front of us and racing
6w/ TOTIBIH LPHTI OYPHI2 aBTHKI9. around blind corners with bank to bank currents and few places to

Ypcrany Taapax e4 TOUHOOH caaj| bapTaar Cy/DKIK, OaitHIbIH stop. This section of the river was Class III, with one particular rapid
YPaH 5KOTOOJJIOTO/I00 CITTTT X60pcoH 6uy| 60/1300T razapraa npnaa. worthy of first scouting ahead. We made a clean run, and whooped our
OHJ| au/1arbiH 1jaaraa XeTeJICOH rasapumMHTail yynsaxaap 6onscon. Vix ~ way down the rolling waves, feeling as bold and spirited as the river.
JKamc rojibia ajiar jaxp 4y/ryypxar apar A93p XMIILAT 3aB1a TaTaH Though we were distracted for much of the day by the constant
raprax 6aiixaji XaTapxuit HaMm rym 6aitiaa. Y193¢ XOMII TOHIPT maneuvering required to weave between the many obstacles in the
IIyypraibl YY/I XypaijlaH XapaHXy /DK, IMBpI3 60pOOHb! adaap river—an activity as fun as it was exhilarating—we approached our
XOPXO¥1 IIaB)K LIABAXIYI Hb caiixaH. Yy/Tyy uxTaii aprasp xernepex takeout rendezvous with ever-increasing trepidation. We arrived at
HOMTOH MOJI00p Taj acaasaa. CasxaH j1 ypCrajiblH YMMI9HIIC the mouth of the Ikh James tributary and pulled the kayak up a rocky
JlaBaH, Gaiira/mitH aHNPIYIIT II0Y00H XOePYY I'ard Hb yyXam/DK beach. The takeout point was painfully empty and quiet. The afternoon
ABCaH OMJ| JariH Gaiira/nitH X9T9PXMil HAM I'YM aT/Iaa MaIlujl sky had darkened with storm clouds, and a gentle rain kept the bugs
933PXMil YMIIHIIC 6P XaHbIYIT OPYMHI] CATTI/ TYTIIMHTYIL CyyHa. down long enough for us to light some damp wood scattered about the
X0OHOII0X00¢ 6P apraryit Hb ToRopxoii 6onoxon “Ilaamax unnb enee  rocky beach. With a fire going, we retreated into the shifting smoke to
IIOHO aM)KMXTYIT 601 Mapraaiu rapijaaryit MpHa~ XaMasH 6uecas keep the bugs at bay.
TaitBUIpyyHAa. Mapraam Hb y1 60/ITON rasapymHaa Xy/193C3H 4 T9p “If he wasn't here by tonight,” we say as we turned in for sleep,
npcanryit. Vinraay 61y Vix JKamc ercen siBrau ajsxaxaap Mmityis. “he said hed definitely be here in the morning”
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AHXHaacaa as/UTbIH TO/IOB/IOTOOH]] TOBOT yunpy 60/I301LITYit 19911
T391133 a/tb 60710X XOHTeH baitxaap 600K 69MTT3CaH Hb 30B 6aIKI3.
ITnnrka Gaiixryit, XyBiac ieersir. TorcaH atiaa 1 camyyp, Kack, aBpax
XaHTAaa3, asHbI X3PITCal HUINBIM 6apar 11 25 KM/IOrpaMM TaTaxaap.
TyyHwit 199p YYProBUHMIt HUMI9H 366/I0BYTIII HAPUITXaH MOPOBY
MOPOH/| T'YH LINIAK OPCHOOC LyCHbI 3PII/IT CAaTAX Iap MIHYMIDK
opxm100. XUI/IIST 3aBMa aBY ABAX TyXaiij 600X 4 X9Parryii
60710X00p X0XXUM OJIZIOXYJAL TIM/ASITAN rasap Aaa/k HyyX 3yypaa
AAaXMH O/DK Xapax 607I0B yy XaM39H OUTYYX3H CaHaalIMpHa.

Taspein 6aiitan 6ara 3apar ercyyp, 3am 6anapxait 60moxoop
6Gaitcxmitrasyt Xaprysi )Xnumas anjak TeepHe. 36e/IXeH, HambaraHacaH
X6pC, T99T 6O/DK yHAaCaH MOJYIBIH IyH/Iyyp a/IXaHa I9/ioT ©BAreep
TaTCaH I'YH [{aCaH/i TAMMpPaa IIaBXaH Tyy4nXTait afwi ax99. Casxau
ABX OHIOPCOH 6aaBraif, YOHbIH IIVHY MOP XapryJiiH 1aBapT I'yH
IIMIZIDK Y/ICOHMIAT aH3aapaxryii 6aixpIH apraryi. AMbraj OugHmii
AHX MPCH 3YT PYY YMITISCOH Gajiraa Hb 3aM 3yyp /1 36P)K /199 T9M33p
Tyruyypt 6opon Tepyynse. Taitray syHpaa urymyyn xsiyy 601084
6uJ1 maBbXX YPrasrd, TOArOH TOPTOI 60/0X00p aliXTap 30BOOCOH
Hb yryit. GPS, raspen sypraap 6om 6up axui MyyTaiixaH 6aiiraa
4 Gaifra/itH y39MXK CaiixaH, IIar araap Taa/aMxKTaii 6aitraaj
Tajlapxmaap.

TaHX93 MajI9H ajixcaH 8 narr 6uy 16 KUJIOMETP 3aM XOPOOB.
Xapanxyit 607OXbIH a/jaj; IYHX3371 yCTali 1y Tra 6yxuit XOHOTIOXOJ
TYH TOXMPCOH ra3apT Xyp/ia3.Yn/ican Mepee ampaaxaap T331193
MY/ITA/DK YHaraaji, H9BT X6/IOPCOH XYMYYC XyBI[aCTail YUTr33P33
IIYHX93/I PYY OPK AABUMXaB. JIamKVDK TYIMILICOH 4 COPrasy] MPCIH
60710X00p acaacaH TYY/ST Fa/IbIH WIYMH 33H 30rCOXOJ], XyBLIACHbI yC
nycancaap 6aiaa.

Mapraain er1ee Hb XOHOITIOCOH Ta3paac XOIOXTii 339P3risH
60poo acrax 3x9/139. IllaBap masxait 601coH xapryit 133p XanTupy
rynraaj sspan 6yp 49 ynaan 60moB. X0ép XOHOTHITH fjapaa XYHC
Ca7165H3 I9XK TOOLCOH OUJIPH/| XITIPXMIA LIOKONAJ], TyPBA/DKUH
XaiMas Gsc/IarHaac @ep ros 30roox 3y yagasryi oM. Mx Kamcay
Iy TraX TOO TOMIITYJ OJIOH I'OJI TOPXMOP TaC/Iar/icaH Iyy XaBLyIaap
Orcex, ypyyAaH ra/ipox sABLJaa X00/ YH/TYN Tyl MX9J sAfapy
6aitniaa. Opoit 60/I0XOJ] TOHTIP 3/IM3K, XapTyit TOOPY, LIyMYY/TBIH
AOBTO/ITOOH CaapcaH Ty 6vj1 XO€p XeH/Mitreep apaiit XypAaH a/xax
Gaitmaa.

Mopppin Opoiiroop Xaprax HapHbI CYY/I4MITH Tysia Tycax, GvgHmit
CYYA9p YAUIMITH GYPSHXMIAJ| yycax XUPJ LIAaTHYY/IbIH OTOTT ©/10pTee
aMXKIDK XYP9X Haif/iBap Tacpas. ©1Ccex sA/japcaH, 30pur MOXCOH 6up
XapaHxy¥i 60710X00C ©MHO aMKIK YHJIHBI yCTait XOHOITIOX rasap /K
XYPax33p siapaB4iaB. ['9Ta/1 Xa/1XaH MUHYTBIH [lapaa ypijHbl 6apaa
Xaparjaxx Xui 1M Y39I719B YY I'9XK €epuitH 9pxryit 6010 6maa.

O¥iponi00roop 2 KMIOMETpHItH TSPTIIA aiican GyycaH Xopyop
LjaraaH ypi, ypIHbl OPOMrooc caBcax yTaa, MAISMMIDK 6yit MOpb]
xaparjana. Ilar xyraraar yxpaas XyH, 6aifraib X0€p 3B 3yiiTait
30XMIIOH aMbfiap 6yt Terc ayp 3ypar Gyxwit 1880-aaj oHbl yenitn
Awmepuxwita VX T opoos MpYMXII93 rIB3J LIy YHIMIIUXISP.
OXHMI ypLaH/ IOX6K O9MXOJ| arT MOPb]] Tyypaiiraapaa rasap
L[aBY/IaX, XYYXAYY/ MHIS/I/I9XK, TaJIHbI XYHMI a/IXaaHAaC COPIMKIICOH
HOXJIBIH XY1[aX IyyH coHcormioo. bupnmit “Hoxoit xopb!” xamaax
€PAVITH MOHI'OJI MOH/{YM/ITIST COHCCOH HY/I9HJ Iy/laaxaH 3ayy 3p,
Lapaji/iar S5XHIPUITH XaMT I3PI/ITII ypIHAacaa rapy MPaXaf Xe/J| Opx
6yit XYY Hb 9XUITHX33 apf, UYMHTYAPOH HYYT/AB. YIaX TOJICOH 4 Yryit
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AANNBIH XAMIMAH CAMXAH Hb
30PbCOH MA3PAA XYP3X3/1 bYC
XAPVH AATK ABAA YE Hb FOM BAVHA
X3M33H 6010 10HO.

WE RUMINATED ON THE JOURNEY,
NOT AS A MEANS TO AN END, BUT AS
A WORK IN PROGRESS.

We waited until noon the next day before starting our hike up the
Ikh Jams. From the very beginning we had known that our takeout
plans could go awry, so we had packed as light as possible. No stove;
minimal clothing. Nonetheless, between paddles, helmets, lifejackets,
and camping gear, my dry-bag weighed nearly 25 kilos. With the
weight on our backs, the bag’s two thin straps left deep indentations
in our shoulders and caused our hands to bloat as the circulation was
cut off. As for the kayak, carrying it out was out of the question. As
stashed it where we could find it later, we silently wondered whether
wed ever see it again...

The terrain was gently rolling, but the trail was indistinct and
often precarious. Between the soft, spongy ground and the hurdles of
fallen trees, the walking was akin to exhaustive post-holing through
knee-deep snow. It was impossible not to notice the extremely fresh
bear and wolf tracks deeply imprinted into the mud of the trail.
Disturbingly, they were headed in the direction from which we had
come, meaning we must have passed each other somewhere along
way. Mosquitoes are also notoriously bad in the taiga during summy
but we were prepared with bug repellant and headnets and thus did
not suffer much. Our GPS and map confirmed our progress was sl
but at least the scenery was stunning and the weather favorable.

After 8 hours of strenuous walking, we had covered16 kilometers.
As darkness loomed we arrived at a perfect campsite perched above
a pool in the river. We dropped our pack to the relief of our tender
shoulders. Already soaked with sweat, I plunged into the creek
completely clothed. Shivering but refreshed, I sloshed over to a fire
that Bulgaa had blazing in a matter of minutes.

The rain began as we broke camp the next morning. The muddy
conditions made the trail slippery and slowed our pace even more.
By this time, two days after we had expected to resupply at the
takeout, our food rations were down to bits of chocolate and small
wedges of processed cheese. We nibbled on what remained for much
needed calories, while staggering up and down ravines cut by the
many tributary streams joining the Ikh Jams. As the day wore on
the weather cleared, the trail became more defined. The mosquito
onslaught slackened and we made steady progress up the valley.

Our emergence above the tree line coincided nicely with dusk,
also with our admission that we would not reach the Tsaatan camp
that day. Hungry, exhausted, and frustrated, we resolved to push on is
the gathering dusk simply to reach the next side-stream for drinking
water. When we spotted the Orts (Tuvan teepees) a few minutes laf
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CymaH ron agan ABAang AYPHarcasiH
QUMX ECTOM raspyy/biH H3M MEH.

Suman gol is a must-visit destination
for-all adventure seekers.

CasXaH J1 Aflapy 3YJ19pY ABCAH XOEP 9P 3YyXHbl XaXYYy/i TYX/IaH CyyX,
11aaHbI OTTOH CYYTI9p CY/ICIH CaliXaH Ijait 004K, 600pIIor aMTapXaH
WJI3HT33 IIPUITH COHMYY 33/13]] ©6PCMITHXOO TYYXMIIT APbX OreB.
IImurap roji XMitIaar 3aBuap XeBCOH OMHWMI as/Ia/l 9H3 XYMYYCT
THIAM 4 COHMH 6y 6ononroit. Xapun Vix YKamc ronbin xenguitreec
3HMIA OTOT XYPTI/N A/IXaK UPCIHJ /1 Xeepureex ax. Tam 6uuauz
rasapunH basinjianait Xe1ee raMT3raaj] O4MK Yajaaryit yupbir
X9/DK OI7160. YPIHBI I0TOP TaJIbiI' COHMPXOH aKMIJIAX aBaac HyTar
OPYHOOCOO TYYX L[YI/TyyJICaH ©BC ypramai, 60opii 39pruiir 6araHaac
©JITOCOH XaparjaHa. IH3 OYXHMIIT Xapaxajl A3/IXUITH 9MITH 3acraac
J0yTa¥i aJIC TACPaH CaJICHaa Casi J1 HAT oiinrox mmr 6o/oo. Llaarnyyz
6YxX Xaparmaaras baifranmacaa O/DK aBJar Hb raplLiaaryit.

Mapraau erniee Hb 6yyparn tonroiron basHjanait jaraa
O7IONTY¥ 63PTCIH/ID YyIasl IyiiH, JOPBOH CalfXaH [[aaHbl XaMTaap
XasraHacaap Xyp4 upmnaa. Taxs9Bap 1aa 6yrany 6uanmit avaa
TISMIMIAT A4VDK 26 KMIOMeTpUITH 3aiij 6aiix XapMaiiH roJibiH SXHUI
XaMTMITH OJPbIH 3aM pyy raprax erexeep 60/100. [{aa rafar yxaanar,
XYH/JI 99/IT9i4, TaiiXa/ITail aMbTaH oM. XYH/] HYCOp ayaaryiijias amap
60/mK aBcaH 61T 3aMJ] XYP3IX OICyYP ra3pblH MXIHXUIT A/IXK
TyyncaH. Bapraa 6araraii rasapT IfaaHbl HypyyH/ MOp/10of; aBHa. []aa
6yraHBI a/IXaaraap cazaa Tyypai Hb IaKUTHXK Ayyrapax ax. Ilaxur,
IQKUT, LKL T3] /1. DHI SKUTAXIH 1YY as/UIbIH YMMI3 60/IOH
YIMX9HJ] XOHOTIIVH Y/IIPK33. Yy/Haa OugHmit Tam 6YpT COTTIN TYTIIMM
LAXWITAaH [[aXuiaH, agHra 6yyx 6aiicHaac 3aM XypaX Xa/ATHpraaTait
XapryitH MX9HXMIAT a/IXaX Tyy/ncaH 6mnaa. bapTanru xenTai

Geographic

Traveler

we thought for sure we were hallucinating.

They were about 2 kilometers in the distance, 20 or so elegant
white teepees clustered in groups of two to five, complete with grazing
horses and smoke drifting through the top openings. As we neared
the first Orts we heard stomping hooves, children’s laughter, and
barking dogs alerted to two strangers approaching on foot. We called
out the standard Mongolian greeting, “Hold the Dog!” A handsome
young Tsaatan herder and his equally striking wife emerged from
the glowing interior of the teepee, their toddler son bashfully hiding
behind his mother’s legs.

In no time we were inside their Orts, slurping delicious reindeer
milk-tea and devouring homemade bread. Seated next to the warm
stove, we related our story to our attentive hosts. Kayaking the
Shishged River was of moderate interest to these people, but they wesse
certainly impressed by our trek up the Ikh Jams River valley to their :
camp. We were informed that Bayandalai, Bulgaa’s Tsaatan friend,
had broken his leg, and therefore hadn’t been able to make the rugge
journey to meet us.

The next morning the grizzled Bayandalai limped over with four
splendid reindeer to apologize for his untimely injury. He and the
tamed caribou would transport us and our gear the 26 km to the
nearest road. Reindeer are amazing animals; intelligent, friendly, and
hard working. We walked the majority of the uphill terrain to the pass
a downright pleasant experience without our unwieldy loads. In less
steep places, we climbed onto the backs of our respective reindeer



basinmanait XaMrmitH ypji TOpIYY/I9H, COHMH]L OPOOCOH JIYHCOH TaMXMa
XalfHrajlyyXaH COpHO.

Opoith 7 tar raxaj; 611 3aM J199p rapy p/aa. XapMaiiH rO/IbIH
axH93¢ [laraanHyyp pyy Xyprax yHaaHj| Cyy>X CyMbIH TOB]] MPCOH
6uj; XO€p AMBAAKNMHJ] MPCIH aMbTajl asATall CyypUHIaap X3CakK,
TyaH3HBI XOO/T, XYWUTSH IIap aiipar Spas/anryii U9XK YyH, rajiajar
HIYPLIYYPT OPX asHbl TOOCHOOCOO Ca/DK aBjaa. Mapraai Hb Tajiraac
Gy11K XapyuX 3aM 3yypTaa @HIOPCOH >KIJI MOTOLMKIITOI as/iaxjiaa
TaHu1 6OJICOH Ta3pyy/i ©HTOPOXe]] a/ICajl MAHAHTAX XYYUMH Iy PCaMK
TOJITON IOTOP 9X 3aXTYil XOBOPHO. AAITbIH XaMIMITH CaiiXxaH Hb
30PbCOH Ta3paa Xypaxaji Oyc XapyH as/DK sBaa ye Hb oM 6aitHa
X9M99H 6OZIOTI0HO.

Mownron 6071 epreH yyaMm Hy TTUITHXaa Y33CTa/I9HIIP CYJI HOPOI
XYHMIT COXPYY/DK opxupor “epuieenryii 6arur” oM. ['9x7199 913
yyZiaM Hy TTMIAT 30pMH MPB3JI XapaMcax 3yiinryit. baiiiar xenc xy4uas
HIABXAX X3P3r rapcaH 4 Xapuy marHas Hpb aryy! OHros Gasiranby
XMVIC3H T'O/IbIH asi/Ia/l MaaHb TAHbXX M3JI9XTYIA rasapT 9pajl Xaiiryysnaap
AYYPaH, afan ABaanTail 60/K enepnenee. Oaree 6ugHmit aMmpapax
HacaHJ| OpIIMH OyIT OHTOH 6artramitH caiixaH 6YXHM1711' 33pBaC
COHMPXOXK, IJIXMIiJ] YIJI9K XOLOPCOH YMHXYY HYYUINITH COENBIH
HOI'9H X9CIITIM MITHXYY Xa/IbTXaH TaHM/ILIaa.

THE INSIDER

Mepen xorooc 1aam Ynaau-Yyn(180 km), [Taraanuyyp cym (100
KM)-bIH TOBeec naam 10 kv sasx [nmraguity rosiH Xeser ryyp
xypra 8-10 uar sBHa. X9paB as/UIbIH OYPa/IaXYYH/| rajiaa/ibiH
upraH 6Gaiiraa 601 XumitH 6yCaji HOBTPIX 30BILIOOPO]T 3aaBaJl
aBcaH 6alix maappyrararaiit. 3eBmeepuiir Ilaraannyyp cyMbiH
TeB] 6aiix XWIMITH 3acTaBT GYPTIYY/DK, OyIlaxjaa Xaca/iT Xuii/IraHa.
©  AJIBAH ECHbI AA/IIbIH KOMIAHWUIAH YU COHUPXOM BAUIAA BOJI:

WWW.MONGOLIARIVERADVENTURES.COM
WWW.TOURMONGOLIA.COM

You will have to drive from Murun city to Ulaan-Uul (180 km), from
there; it will take another 8-10 hours to reach the Shishged river
floating bridge, which is located 10 km from Tsagaannuur soum center
(100 km). If your trip team includes foreigners, you will need to get a
permit to enter the border area. To obtain a permit, you will need to
register at the Border Patrol located at Tsagaannuur soum center, and
deregister on your way back as well.

* FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS TRIP, VISIT THE OFFICIAL WEBSITES BELOW:

WWW.MONGOLIARIVERADVENTURES.COM
WWW.TOURMONGOLIA.COM

and enjoyed the ride. Reindeer ankles click when they walk. Clickety-
click, click, click. The sound came to be associated with smooth,

easy travel. We walked much of the slippery trail down the pass,
primarily because a worrisome electrical storm was sending lightning
bolts exploding into the mountains on all sides of us. The injured
Bayandalai rode at the front, nonchalantly smoking a cigarette hand-
rolled in newspaper.

Around 7 pm we reached the road. After catching a ride back to
Tsagaannuur, we staggered around the village like gluttons in an oasis
of civilization, partaking shamelessly in cheap food, cold beer, and
fire-heated showers. The next day, on the long drive back from the
taiga, we passed through territory familiar from a motorcycle odyssey
years earlier. We ruminated on the journey, not as a means to an end,
but as a work in progress.

Mongolia is an unforgiving teacher, routinely testing feeble human
ambitions with its vast, rough landscape. However, you also get back
from the land what you put into it. For a few cups of blood, sweat, and
tears, our rewards in return were great; unspoiled wilderness river
travel; exploration and adventure in a wild environment; an encounter
with one of the last true nomadic cultures on earth; each a brief

glimpse into things that may very well cease to exist in our lifetime. m

OHU/1I0X Y3M3PYYA: THINGS TO SEE:
! * MepeH xoT * Murun city
| * YnaaH-Yyncym * Ulaan uul soum
| » Xopbaon Capbaaruiitt Hypyy ¢ Khoridol Saridag mountains
‘ * YnaaH TaurbiH Hypyy * Ulaan taiga mountain range
o TaHruc, LWnwraguitk baitraamiin | Tengis and Shishged National
uoruonbopT rasap Park
* [lapxaaplH xOTrop » Darkhad valley
o wwraa ron * Shishged river
* TsHrucron * Tengis river
* Wx>XXamcron e lkhJams river
e XapmaWiH ron * Kharmain river
* LlaraaHHyyp cym * Tsagaannuur soum
* LlaataHyyaTai yynsax, * Meet with reindeer herders and
uaa byra yHax ride a reindeer
* TaWrbiH ambapan, axyw, ¢ The wild nature and beautiful
Y33CranaHT 33par barans life of the Taiga
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